
2.3.3  How are global cities connected?

Global cities are connected in a number of ways

Transport Hubs
Global cities are well connected with other countries airports and 
ports that transport people and goods all over the world. Some 
cities, such as Amsterdam, are important transport hubs that 
connect flights to other cities.

Television and media
Global cities are the homes to major news stations; for example, the 
BBC is headquartered in London. These make programmes that are 
shown across the world. Mumbai is the home of Bollywood movie 
industry, which has a global audience of over 1 billion.

Governance
International organisations are usually headquartered in global cities, 
such as the United Nations in New York. These organisations make 
global decisions and employ many people from across the globe. 
Some cities are also the headquarters for Multi-national companies, 
such as TATA in Mumbai, usually choose to be headquartered in 
global cities.

Culture
Global cities attract people from all over the world, which creates a 
multi-cultural population. This is often reflected by the languages 
spoken and the foods eaten in them. 15% of Cardiff’s population 
is made up of ethnic groups and this is celebrated in a number of 
cultural events hosted in the city each year.

Globalisation – the 
process of connecting 
places economically, 
socially, culturally and 
politically.
Global city – a city 
that is connected and 
interacts through trade 
and communication with 
other places on a global 
scale.

Finance and trade
Most global cities are home to the offices of banking and financial 
companies. Here they make economic decisions for their banks 
around the world. 31 of the FTSE 100 companies that have national 
and international operations have offices in Cardiff.

Communications
Many global cities have superfast mobile phone and internet 
connections with 4G and 5G capacity. This means they can 
exchange information quickly between different cities and countries. 
They are often leaders in social media use/presence, thanks in 
part to the stable connections that allow for global social media 
communications.


